The Word of Life

Intro: Rev.12:11—Victory in war by word of testimony! 
· Whose testimony?—The testimony of Jesus! (v.17)
· Our story is in reality His story! We can have victory by the word of Jesus! (Ps.119:11, Mat.4:4)

Jn.6:51-53, 58, 63—WORD is spirit and life! (Heb.4:12)
· People want temporal life by his actions against Rome, He offers eternal life through his words against sin! 

“The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the image of God.”—Edu. 126

2Cor.4:6-11—Creative word brings created life! 

Today I want to study an outrageous story in God’s word that will illustrate how the word of God has changed my life completely.  Through the word of His testimony we will see again the power of the sword of the Spirit…

Ezk.37:1-2—Surrounded by death…
Testimony: From the moment of conception, he was unwanted. Conceived out of wedlock by two young people who were seeking pleasure outside of the joy only God can give. His mother, ashamed of the unborn child in her womb, and not wanting to face the responsibility of parenthood, was tempted to have an abortion. The devil, jealous of the gift of pro-creation that God gave to mankind, tried to destroy this child before he would be brought into the world. 

God prevailed against the suggestions of the devil and my mother decided to keep me. 
But as I came into this world, like Ezekiel, I was surrounded by dry bones! 

What do these dry bones represent?
· Death! Physical death is the results of spiritual death! 
· Spiritual death is result of lack of word of God! (Can you think of other places?)

Broken Home: In the midst of fighting & bitterness. Lack of communication.
Pro.17:22—Lonely: One hug from dad: Spoiled child, looking for acceptance by peers. 
Thief & Liar: Arrested in 5th grade
Mat.23:27— Cousin’s Church: Rejected by pastor. “You are nothing to me” (Taj Mahal)
Addicted to pleasure: Weed, party scene, girls, etc.  
(Still empty) Didn’t know there was something better. 

Worried mom didn’t know what to do. Dry bones! No hope in sight. 
Party when she’s gone at night. Smoking in room while she’s sleeping! 

v.3—In the midst of this impossible situation, God asks question to Ezekiel: 
· “Can these bones live?” Is there any hope? I mean they are not only dry but very dry. 
· Already bleached by the powerful sun rays sucked dried of all moisture!
· God wants Ezekiel to see something! 
· All he sees is problems. But God sees potential! 
· “Thou knowest”—Pro.3:5-8—Simple trust = Marrow to thy bones! 

God was about to make his move…
· Watched a TV ad about prophecy. Mom brought me.
· I started coming alive. Hope sprang up in my heart.               How did it happen?

v.4-7—God’s word was being spoken! Things started coming together. Bone to bone. Sabbath made logical sense, state of the dead, hell fire, health, etc.

Baptized into knowledge of truth but not the Person of truth! 
· Heart wasn’t prepared and I didn’t dig deep. 
· Received information but not transformation! 
· Selfish motivation: fear of hell and reward of heaven!       What was happening?

v.8—A noise and a shaking but still no life! 
· Outward change but inwardly was the same.
· Instead of Kalua pork I ate Kalua chicken. Crab to imitation crab. 
· Instead of going surfing on Saturdays I went to church first.
· Body with no breath: “Form of godliness but no power!”
· Eager to share with friends: Sabbath, state of dead, hell, etc.
· Sense of pride knowing that I was right & they were wrong! 
· Rationalize burning brain cells: “Every herb yielding seed”

Double life: Hid from mom my addictions. 
· Bury my guilt in pleasures of world. 
· Music, weed, friends, relationships, popularity, possessions, parties, etc. 

Deceived myself: Tried to cover my sins by good works. A form but still no life! 
· Weed & the Word: “Who are you fooling? It’s either one or the other!” 
· Fought conviction with more of the world! Drown out the voice of God. 

God pursued. 

Exposed: Forgot eye drops. Caught by mom. Guilt and shame. What about God? 

Steps to Christ: Invitation picture. Longing in heart to know Him. 
· I knew about Him but I didn’t know Him. 
· I was trapped and didn’t even bother trying to get out. 

One day: music blasting in room, getting high by myself…
Knock at my door and my heart…
· Young people with a mission & message. (From my youth group)
· Heart was stirred as I listened!      2nd chance…

v.9—It was the Holy Spirit that I was missing. (Jn.20:22)
· 2Cor.3:6—“letter kills but spirit gives life” 
· I looked upon word as information alone. Not the very life of God! 
· Jn.5:39—Power of written word is in that it points us to the living word! 
· Ps.89:37—Written word is moon. Living word is sun!    REFLECTION! 

During the Meetings…
I remember: “Change my heart O God” feeling the peace of holiness! 
· God was breathing into my dead soul His life giving spirit through the word! 
· I was breathing in the weed of death, but now the word of life! 
· I was becoming a true worshipper of God!—Spirit & Truth! 

Satan let the dogs out to keep me dead!—Friends & parties
The Great Controversy…
· Spirit was striving with me: Back & forth between the pews & the parties. 
· Victory at Waimea but defeat in Nankuli!  
· Offer to sell drugs and smoke free.
· What are my friends going to think? How do I stop getting high? 
· How will I resist all these temptations? 

Snapped: Either God is real or He’s not. Rather be saved alone then lost with friends!

One prayer set me free & delivered me from my bondage!—Jn.8:32
· I let Jesus come in fully! He changed me from the inside out! 
·  “Let us open the door of our hearts, that Jesus may come in and that sin may go out… Jesus overcame; and we may overcome, if we will fight our battles in his name.”—RH, March 16, 1886 

New life & desires…
· No longer mattered what people thought!—God’s approval!
· Pleasures had no pull—Something better! 
· No fear!  Unashamed to let the world know about my God!  
· Restored family relationships! 

Ladies & Gentlemen: when you let Jesus fully in He…
· Floods your empty soul with peace, joy, happiness etc.—(Col.2:10)
· He makes you a new & improved person.—(2Cor.5:17)
· He gives you an abundant life—(Jn.10:10) 
· Dries all your tears & takes away all your fears!—(2Tim.1:7) 
· Gives you a purpose and mission in life!  Dan.11:32

Restored Mind—A’s to F’s by the power of the word!          What happened next?

v.10—Spiritual life results in standing firm and fighting battles for God!
· Desire to be an evangelist at 16! 
· 1st public prayer & 1st sermon preached  Nervous but excited! 
· HMA & Nanakuli—Lead out in spiritual revival. 
· Souls-West—Trained to be a spiritual leader!
· God gave me a beautiful wife! 
· Employed as Conference Evangelist—Nicaragua, Ethiopia, India & Tanzania 
· Doing the most exciting thing in most exciting time! 

Grandma & Grandpa: Changed by the word! Married again. 

Appeal & Application…
1. You may be surrounded by the dead  Family, school, church. 
· You can be like Ezekiel, Daniel: God’s hand upon you & carried by Spirit! 
· Changed by surroundings vs. changing your surroundings! 
· As we stand, others will follow our example  Young David & Goliath.
 
2. Maybe you feel completely dead!
· Marriage/relationships is gone dry?
· Cancer sucking the life out of you.
· Too hard to be a Christian.   Feel like giving up? 
· Just say: “Lord you know” – Humble trust will bring life! 
· May not change circumstance, but He will change you!

3. Maybe you’re half dead & half alive…
· Don’t settled for an intellectual knowledge. 
· No life in shaking and rattling of bones. 
· Not enough to be in the Spirit, the Spirit must be in us! 

Close: Who are you? 
· Let us not only be like the Army. But let us be like Ezekiel. 
· Used by God to raise up an army for the Lord!
· Evangeline: Chowchilla Prison… 
