Repeat and Enlarge
by Evangelist Taj Pacleb
Intro: Review: *Ezra 7:10—Live it & give it! 

· *Isa.40:21—We are to be a magnification of the written word! 

· *2Cor.3:2-3—We are the living Bible.  

“In every one of His children, Jesus sends a letter to the world. If you are Christ’s follower, He sends in you a letter to the family, the village, the street, where you live. Jesus, dwelling in you, desires to speak to the hearts of those who are not acquainted with Him. Perhaps they do not read the Bible, or do not hear the voice that speaks to them in its pages; they do not see the love of God through His works. But if you are a true representative of Jesus, it may be that through you they will be led to understand something of His goodness and be won to love and serve Him.”—SC 115

How do you know if a letter is genuine?—Signature or Seal
· Eph.4:30—Holy Spirit seals us: Sign of authenticity, backing of power!

· Rev.14:1—Father’s signature: Personal ownership!     What is the seal of God?
“It is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually & spiritually, so they cannot be moved. Just as soon as God’s people are sealed & prepared for the shaking, it will come.”—FLB 287

We are to repeat and enlarge upon the written word by the way we live our lives. 

The word must be made flesh in us not only intellectually but spiritually! As we do this, we then have power to repeat & enlarge upon it verbally but teaching it to others!
Why teach?—In order to keep something, we must give it away!  
Expression deepens impression. Pressing “save” on the computer! 

1. 2Tim.4:15-16—Save yourself!

2. Ps.51:12-13—Convert others! 

As you study, think about ways in which to structure your thoughts as to communicate it with others. This can be challenging if we’re not used to it. WWJD?

Christ is called “Michael the archangel”—He is the Chief Messenger!
How does Jesus give a message?
 In His letters/messages to the 7 churches in Revelation (chapters 2-3) we see a Divine pattern to follow demonstrated by the Chief Messenger…
Intro: According to their need. 

1. Affirmation 

2. Problem 

3. Solution 

Close: Promise to those who choose to follow. 

This is a good outline to structure our Bible studies.

 But how are we to approach the people? What should be our message & method?  

Let us follow Him to a Bible study & watch Him make an impact (Lk.24)…
First let’s see what kind of results He had…

· v.32-35—Hearts burned with hope as scriptures were opened! 

· Evangelism took place!—Multiplication, not just addition! 
This is the impact we must have! How did He get such results?
Context (v.13-14)…

· These disciples are heading to Emmaus: “Warm baths”
· Greatly perplexed concerning events recently taken place.

· The sun of disciples’ hope had set & night settled upon their hearts! 

· Sad, utterly disheartened, hopeless, faithless, absorbed in gloom & grief.

· Utterly hopeless and bitterly disappointed, crushed by despondency, & despair. 

· Lonely & sick at heart they remembered words: “…what shall be done in the dry?”
Principles of Approach…

v.15—Spend time with the right people! (Mat.10:14) 

v.16—He put Himself as a common traveler. 

· “Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Savior mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, "Follow Me."”—MH 143
· Invite them to learn & make decisions with you.—Connection & relation.
v.17-19—Your message is determined by your audience! Finding the itch.
· “His messages of mercy were varied to suit His audience. He knew "how to speak a word in season to him that is weary"; for grace was poured upon His lips, that He might convey                              to men in the most attractive way the treasures of truth.”—Evan. 123
· Read faces/body language of the people.
· Seek to understand before being understood!
· Draw them out with open ended questions. 
· “What things?”—Vulnerability encourages vulnerability.
v.25—Arresting their attention: Startling messages…
· O FOOLS!—“We must bear messages of a character so out of the usual order that the people will be aroused and warned. They must make use of every means that can possibly be devised for causing the truth to stand out clearly and distinctly. The testing message for this time is to be borne so plainly and decidedly as to startle the hearers and lead them to desire to study the Scriptures.”—9T 109 
v.26—Current events simply a fulfillment of scripture!—RELEVANCY! 
· “Ought not”—Appealing to their reasoning power. “Think this through…”

· Turning negatives to positives. Source of grief = source of rejoicing! (Rev.12:17)

· Intermingled both personal & universal present truth!

· What is present truth?—Truth relevant for the time.

· Universal: 3 Angel’s message, Personal: current issues in person’s life.

v.27— Turned to the scriptures: 

· “Beginning at Moses”—Sequential & logical study. 
· “The Bible contains all the principles that men need to understand in order to be fitted either for this life or for the life to come. And these principles may be understood by all… the most valuable teaching of the Bible is not to be gained by occasional or disconnected study. Its great system of truth is not so presented as to be discerned by the hasty or careless reader. Many of its treasures lie far beneath the surface, and can be obtained only by diligent research and continuous effort. The truths that go to make up the great whole must be searched out and gathered up, "here a little, and there a little." Isaiah 28:10. When thus searched out and brought together, they will be found to be perfectly fitted to one another. Each Gospel is a supplement to the others, every prophecy an explanation of another, every truth a development of some other truth. The types of the Jewish economy are made plain by the gospel. Every principle in the word of God has its place, every fact its bearing. And the complete structure, in design and execution, bears testimony to its Author. Such a structure no mind but that of the Infinite could conceive or fashion.—Edu. 123-124

·  “All the scriptures”—Harmony of entire Bible; comparing scripture. Isa.28:10
· “Things concerning Himself”—Christ centered prophecy!

· “Lift up Jesus, you that teach the people, lift Him up in sermon, in song, in prayer. Let all your powers be directed to pointing souls, confused, bewildered, lost, to the Lamb of God.”—Evan. 185

· “If those who today are teaching the word of God, would uplift the cross of Christ higher and still higher, their ministry would be far more successful.”—AA 209

*Is it Biblically possible to separate Jesus from prophecy or prophecy from Jesus?
· *Rev.1:1—Revelation of Jesus & Prophecy! 

· Who are known in Bible as greatly loved?—Daniel (Dan.9:23) and John! 

· 2Pet.1:20-21—Sure word of prophecy ( Day Star in hearts!

· Mat.24:14-15—The Gospel according to Daniel! 

· Love chapter right beside prophecy chapter! (1Cor.13-14)

**” Let not the solemn scenes which prophecy has revealed, be left untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches, and many more would believe the message… Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But whatever phase of the subject is presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, ‘the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright and morning Star.’”—Evan. 196

* “Ministers should present the sure word of prophecy as the foundation of the faith of Seventh-day Adventists. The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation should be carefully studied, and in connection with them the words, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world.’”—Evan.196

v.28-29— Leave at the peak of interest! Don’t spend time with goats! 

Why did He not reveal Himself to them? 

· Wanted them to base their belief from the testimony of scripture rather than a miracle of His appearance; feeling; etc.—Lk.16:31
v.30—Fellowship: Broke bread with them. Spend time investing in them. 

v.31—After the study, get up and leave. Allow the spirit to do the converting. 

· In this way they attribute the experience with God and not you. 

v.36—Come back and follow up. 

· Shorter and more frequent instead of longer and less frequent is better. 

v.44-46—Group Bible studies. 

· Taught them again: Repeat & Enlarge.

· Teach to teach others! Invest in the leadership.

· Multiply yourself instead of just adding to the church. 

v.53—Results: they will be in the church!—Jn.15:16 

Close: Isa.50:4—Listen before you speak!          

