A Soft Heart and a Sensitive Mind 

by evangelist Taj Pacleb
 “We do not go deep enough in our search for truth… God can teach us more in one moment by His Holy Spirit than we could learn from the great men of the earth… God wants our minds to expand. He desires to put His grace upon us. We may have a feast of good things every day, for God can open the whole treasure of heaven to us.”—Mar. 23
Ps.81:10—God isn’t looking for a sharp mind but a wide mouth! 

Heb.8:11—Taught of God!

I don’t know much, but I know Jesus—THAT’S WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERNECE!
Thesis: Today I want to share about the most important part of study: PREPARATION.

As we study about prep, we also want to demonstrate how to study. A few principles…

1. Remember that everything in the Bible is connected—“ When thus searched out and brought together, they will be found to be perfectly fitted to one another. Each Gospel is a supplement to the others, every prophecy an explanation of another, every truth a development of some other truth. The types of the Jewish economy are made plain by the gospel. Every principle in the word of God has its place, every fact its bearing. And the complete structure, in design and execution, bears testimony to its Author. Such a structure no mind but that of the Infinite could conceive or fashion.”—Edu 124
2. Bible interprets itself—“But the most valuable teaching of the Bible is not to be gained by occasional or disconnected study. Its great system of truth is not so presented as to be discerned by the hasty or careless reader. Many of its treasures lie far beneath the surface, and can be obtained only by diligent research and continuous effort. The truths that go to make up the great whole must be searched out and gathered up, ‘here a little, and there a little.’”—Edu. 123

· Isa.28:9-10—Contextual & comparative study. 
3. History Repeats itself (Type & antitype)—Ecc.1:9-10
· Rom.15:4—We go through not in just an illustrated way, but a typological way. 
· 1Cor.10:11—“ensamples” = “types”
· Type—person or thing (as in the Old Testament) believed to foreshadow/symbolize something else (as in the New Testament) 
· Antitype—person or thing  represented by a symbol 
· Contextually: Wilderness wanderings: Boarders of Canaan. Victory over sin! 
4. Look for the Lamb!—Jn.5:39
· “In its wide range of style and subjects the Bible has something to interest every mind and appeal to every heart… but of infinitely wider scope, of infinitely greater value, are they when viewed in their relation to  the grand central thought… …Viewed in the light of this thought, every topic has a new significance. In the most simply stated truths are involved principles that are as high as heaven and that compass eternity…The central theme of the Bible, the theme about which every other in the whole book clusters, is the redemption plan, the restoration in the human soul of the image of God.”—Edu 125
Review: 4 Principles

Intro: We are all involved in a supernatural Warfare…
· Rev.12:17—Warring against those who have Law & Testimony. 
· Isa.8:20—Invert: Those who do have it have light in them! (Jn.8:12, Rev.18)
· What is the law?— TRUTH (Ps.119:142, 151) 
· Rev.19:10, 22:8—What is the Spirit of prophecy?—Holy Spirit! 

· Jn.15:26—Tesimony of Jesus is the Holy Spirit that was prophesized! 

· Remnant attacked because they are true worshippers of God! (Jn.4:23)
· How do we survive this attack?—Armed with weapons!
What is the weapon of the Spirit?—Eph.6:17—The Word is the testimony of Spirit! 
As a soldier without weapon is dead meat, a Christian without word of God is easy prey for Satan…

“Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks. Therefore he invents every possible device to engross the mind.”—GC 519
“None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.”—GC 593
It is for this reason we have gathered together in this place. We want to be the remnant that wins the war over the dragon. We want to learn how to better use the weapon of the word in this great controversy. In this segment, we want to lay a solid foundation by looking at the most important part of Bible study: Heart Preparation…
Ezra 7:10—Four steps of effective Bible study…

1. Preparation
2. Investigation & Contemplation
3. Application & Demonstration
4. Proclamation & Proliferation 

Why do you think heart preparation is the first & most important aspect of Bible study?
Many lose out in the blessing of God because they approach with carnal mind…
“The fact needs to be emphasized, and often repeated, that the mysteries of the Bible are not such because God has sought to conceal truth, but because our own weakness or ignorance makes us incapable of comprehending or appropriating truth. The limitation is not in His purpose, but in our capacity.”—Edu. 171

1Cor.2:14—Word of God is foolishness to carnal mind!
Rom.8:7—It’s impossible for the carnal heart to submit to the word of God. 
· Information without application results in condemnation! 
Who then can understand?—1Cor.2:16—Only those who possess the mind of Christ! 
POINT #1—The Mind of Christ… 
· Phi.2:5 –We must have the mind or thoughts & feelings of Jesus. 
· The mind of Christ is a Divine/human mind.        Why do we need this mind?
· This is the essential characteristic of Word! 
· Jn.5:39—The word is simply a reflection of Jesus!
· Jesus: Word made flesh. God’s thoughts & feelings made visible. (Jn.1:14, Heb.1:3)
· Word: Combination of human & divine! ( 2Pet.1:20-21, Amos 3:7     
· Burning Bush: Combination of natural & supernatural.     
· Approach word like Moses approached bush: Take off shoes!     Thus…
“The sinner unites his weakness to Christ’s strength, his emptiness to Christ’s fullness, his frailty to Christ’s enduring might. Then he has the mind of Christ. The humanity of Christ has touched our humanity, and our humanity has touched divinity. Thus through the agency of the Holy Spirit man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. He is accepted in the Beloved.”—DA 675

What does the divine/human mind look like?—Phi.2:6-8
1. “No reputation”—Empty of self. Need to give God a blank page to write His words! 
2. Servanthood = Humility & Obedience—Jn.7:17
· 2Cor.10:3-5—“High thing”: tower ( “Babel”: Confusion; unbelief 
· Obedience of Christ?—Obedient unto death! 

· Jerico—Lord surrounds our mind (outside but not inside), breaks down walls of unbelief, and destroys the carnal man. Only survivor are thoughts cover by blood!

What is the reward of heart preparation?
“The Lord Jesus seeks the co-operation of those who will become unobstructed channels for the communication of His grace. The first thing to be learned by all who would become workers together with God is the lesson of self-distrust; then they are prepared to have imparted to them the character of Christ.”—DA 250
Rom.11:33-34—Who will know the deep things of God (mind of Christ)?    Context…
Rom.12:1-2—Therefore (conclusionary), is (defining), and (conjunction), but (contrast)

· Finding a conclusion: Reason from effect to cause (Deductive reasoning). 
· How can we know or discern the deep things of God’s will?
· Let us trace from effect to cause by asking questions… 
· Who will know the mind of God?—Those who prove; discern the will of God.
· Who will know the will of God?—Those who have a transformed & renewed mind.
· How do we get a transformed mind?—By becoming free from worldly conformity.
· How are we freed from worldly conformity?—By giving ourselves as living sacrifice.
· How do we give ourselves as living sacrifices?—By the mercy of God!
· How often can we view the mercy of God?—(Lam.3:22-23)
· Where else do we see: offerings, sacrifice, services, etc?—SANCTUARY (Ps.77:13)
· Where do we find the mercy?—Heb.9:22
· Lev.17:11—In the BLOOD! Atonement—Oneness. 
· The blood poured out at the altar every day! Daily service. (Lev.4) 
· What did that blood represent?—His life & our death! 

· Isa.53:12—Poured out soul/life. “Numbered with transgressors”
· Because He offered Himself in death, we can offer ourselves to him in life! 

This is our daily “service”. This is how we prepare to go into the holy and most holy place where we can better understand the “deep things of God”. This is true heart & mind preparation! 
“The mind that is earthly finds no pleasure in contemplating the word of God; but for the mind renewed by the Holy Spirit, divine beauty and celestial light shine from the sacred page. That which to the earthly mind was a desolate wilderness, to the spiritual mind becomes a land of living streams.”—MH 460

Once through prayer, confession, and repentance we have received the mind of Christ then are we ready to receive the thoughts and feelings of Christ! Now what do we do?
POINT #2—The Example of Christ—Mk.1:35
1. Find a Quiet Place— “He studied the word of God, and His hours of greatest happiness were found when He could turn aside from the scene of His labors to go into the fields, to meditate in the quiet valleys, to hold communion with God on the mountainside or amid the trees of the forest. The early morning often found Him in some secluded place, meditating, searching the Scriptures, or in prayer. With the voice of singing He welcomed the morning light. With songs of thanksgiving He cheered His hours of labor and brought heaven’s gladness to the toilworn and disheartened.”—MH 52
Ezra 7:9—Come out of Babylon and go to Jerusalem. 
· Babylon represents spiritual confusion & disarray. 

· Jerusalem means: “Teaching of Peace”

2Sam.12:20—Wash up; change clothes, clear clutter! 
“In the midst of this maddening rush, God is speaking. He bids us come apart and commune with Him. "Be still, and know that I am God.” Many, even in their seasons of devotion, fail of receiving the blessing of real communion with God. They are in too great haste. With hurried steps they press through the circle of Christ’s loving presence, pausing perhaps a moment within the sacred precincts, but not waiting for counsel. They have no time to remain with the divine Teacher. With their burdens they return to their work. These workers can never attain the highest success until they learn the secret of strength. They must give themselves time to think, to pray, to wait upon God for a renewal of physical, mental, and spiritual power. They need the uplifting influence of His Spirit. Receiving this, they will be quickened by fresh life. The wearied frame and tired brain will be refreshed, the burdened heart will be lightened. Not a pause for a moment in His presence, but personal contact with Christ, to sit down in companionship with Him--this is our need.”—Ed 260
· *If devil can’t make you bad he’ll make you BUSY! Being Under Satan’s Yoke! 
We need not only quantity of time but quality of time…
2. Ask for a Listening Ear—Isa.50:4
Christ was a powerful speaker because He was a sensitive listener! Why is this important? Because God speaks in a still small voice!  So how did Jesus listen? 

“They had marked how often He spent long hours in solitude in communion with His Father…As He returned from the hours of prayer that closed the toilsome day, they marked the look of peace upon His face, the sense of refreshment that seemed to pervade His presence. It was from hours spent with God that He came forth, morning by morning, to bring the light of heaven to men. The disciples had come to connect His hours of prayer with the power of His words and works.”—TMB 103 
“All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for communion with their own hearts, with nature, and with God… We need to have a personal experience in obtaining a knowledge of the will of God. We must individually hear Him speaking to the heart. When every other voice is hushed, and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of the soul makes more distinct the voice of God. He bids us, ‘Be still, and know that I am God’. This is the effectual preparation for all labor for God. Amidst the hurrying throng, and the strain of life’s intense activities, he who is thus refreshed will be surrounded with an atmosphere of light and peace. He will receive a new endowment of both physical and mental strength. His life will breathe out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will reach men’s hearts.”—MH 58
Close: 2Tim.3:15—The word alone doesn’t save us. It simply reveals the Saving Savior. 

We must seek to know His heart, by learning to hear His voice. 

How many of you want to know not only the word of God, but the God of the word?

