Soldiers of Christ - Arise!
-Compilation by E. G. White-

We are Christ's soldiers, and we must have an abiding faith in our great
Leader, looking unto him as the Author and Finisher of our faith. We have
a common enemy also, even our adversary the devil. There is the greatest
necessity for wisely-laid plans and careful management in the cause and
work of God, that all may fight the good fight with faith and courage, and
never suffer defeat.

The privates in an army must obey orders. They often have to perform
duties, the purpose of which they cannot see. They are sometimes brought
into places of danger when no reason for the move is given them. So in the
army of Christ; we must have confidence in our great Commander, we
must rely implicitly upon his guidance, and he will bring us safe out of
every danger, victorious through every conflict.

The best soldiers are those who are trained, who are intelligent, faithful,
courageous, true. A soldier needs to think. Through right discipline he
should acquire habits of carefulness and painstaking. The training of all the
faculties, whether mental or physical, the ability to use every power, are
essential to those who would obtain the victory. If this is so in earthly
warfare, how much more essential is such a preparation for those who are
soldiers of Christ. They must realize that they are not their own, that they
belong to God.

The warfare in which we are engaged is largely mental, and the mind
that is the most thoroughly trained will do the most acceptable work. Poor
soldiers will they be whose powers have, through long disuse, become
well-nigh incapable of exercise. It is a most dangerous thing for one who
professes to be a soldier of Christ to be inexperienced, inefficient, and
unable to render real, earnest, sincere service to the Lord. The servants of
Christ should seek to understand the requirements for this time. The
conditions of warfare are not what they were years ago, because
increased light has been shining upon us, and great and solemn warnings
have come to us. Unless we have an understanding of the times in which
we live, we may, even with the best of intentions, make great mistakes,
and stand in the way of the advancement of the work. The claims upon the
Christians are the same now as ever,--perfect obedience,--but Satan's
attacks are more deceptive. His manner of warfare is so different from that
expected that, unless the senses are sharpened to comprehend his plans,
we shall not be prepared for defense. Satan has many wily agents who will



avail themselves of every means to assault those who vindicate the claims
of God's law. They may not meet them in open warfare, with arguments,
but will work with all their power to press them into difficult places, to
restrict their privileges and liberties, and to annoy them in other ways.

Of all men on the face of the earth, the servants of Christ should not,
under any circumstances, leave their faculties uncultivated. The greater
the work, and the more worthy the Master we serve, the more efficient
should be his workers. Those who wish to honor God will render to him the
very best and most thorough service in their power. God requires every
faculty to be in its highest state of culture and vigor. Under the old
dispensation men were not allowed to lay on his altar the maimed, or the
halt, or the blind; and shall men and women in the Christian age be content
to offer him defective service, which is the result of uncultivated intellects,
and faculties crippled and dwarfed from disuse or idleness? God calls for
better service and higher work than we give him. Christ says, "If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me."

Soldiers engaged in battle have to meet difficulties and hardships.
Coarse food is given them, and that often in limited quantities. They have
long marches, day by day, over rough roads and under burning suns,
camping out at night, sleeping on the bare ground, with only the canopy of
heaven for a covering, exposed to drenching rains and chilling frosts,
hungry, faint, exhausted, now standing as a target for the foe, now in
deadly encounter. Thus they learn what hardship means. Those who enlist
in Christ's army are also expected to do difficult work, and to bear painful
trials patiently for Christ's sake. But those who suffer with him shall also
reign with him. Then who of us have entered the service to expect the
conveniences of life, to be off duty when we please, laying aside the
soldier's armor and putting on the civilians' dress, sleeping at the post of
duty, and so exposing the cause of God to reproach? The ease-loving
ones will not practice self-denial and patient endurance; and when men are
wanted to make mighty strokes for God, these are not ready to answer,
"Here am |; send me." Hard and trying work has to be done, but blessed
are those who are ready to do it when their names are called. God will not
reward men and women in the next world for seeking to be comfortable in
this. We are now on the battle field. There is no time for resting, no time for
ease, no time for selfish indulgence. After gaining one advantage, you
must do battle again; you must go on conquering and to conquer,
gathering fresh strength for fresh struggles. Every victory gained gives an
increase of courage, faith, and determination. Through divine strength you
will prove more than a match for your enemies.



In spite of all the good qualities a man may have, he cannot be a good
soldier if he acts independently of those connected with him. Occasional
and uncertain movements, however earnest and energetic, will in the end
bring defeat. Take a strong team of horses. If, instead of both pulling
together, one should suddenly jerk forward and the other pull back, they
would not move the load, notwithstanding their great strength. So the
soldiers of Christ must work in concert, else there will be a mere concourse
of independent atoms. Strength, instead of being carefully treasured to
meet one great end, will be wasted in disconcerted, meaningless efforts. In
union is strength. A few men and women who unite together, having the
glory of God in view, will be growing in strength and wisdom, and gaining
new victories. There is much hard work to be done for the Master, and
much wisdom must be brought into the work. It is the unconquerable
perseverance, the never-failing endurance, which will bring the victory.
Many have a theory of truth, but know scarcely anything of the sweet
victories through that faith which overcometh the world. An experience
must be gained by each one for himself, or we shall never sit down with
the suffering Man of Calvary. It will cost us all we have, but as a reward we
shall inherit all things.

Our enemy may appear to have the advantage of us in number, in the
variety of resources, and in position; but we must not be discouraged, nor
turn cowards. We have Christ with us, and he is continually going forward,
leading to advanced truths and greater light. Those who will follow must go
forward in spite of manifold foes, powerful and difficult to resist because
they work in a subtle, underhand manner. We shall have to meet, not only
human power, but the principalities of the kingdom of darkness,--"wicked
spirits in high places." Even our friends will oppose us, and we shall have
to meet scornful sneers, because we venture to choose the better way.
Our motives will be misjudged, and even our character and habits
maligned. But "ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin."
We have an incessant strife, but is not the reward at the end of the conflict
worthy of all the labor? Will not the eternal weight of glory more than
compensate for every wound, every grief, every sorrow? Will not every
sacrifice bring returns in treasures that are without price? {Signs of the
Times, September 7, 1891 par. 5-8}



Loyalty a Must

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 2
Tim. 2:3.

We are soldiers of Christ; and those who enlist in His army are
expected to do difficult work, work which will tax their energies to the
utmost. We must understand that a soldier's life is one of aggressive
warfare, of perseverance and endurance. For Christ's sake we are to
endure trials. We are not engaged in mimic battles.

Resolve, not in your own strength, but in the strength and grace given
of God, that you will consecrate to Him now, just now, every power, every
ability. You will then follow Jesus because He bids you, and you will not
ask where, or what reward will be given. . . .

When you die to self, when you surrender to God, to do His work, to let
the light that He has given you shine forth in good works, you will not labor
alone. God's grace stands forth to cooperate with every effort to enlighten
the ignorant and those who do not know that the end of all things is at
hand. But God will not do your work. Light may shine in abundance, but
the grace given will convert your soul only as it arouses you to cooperate
with divine agencies. You are called upon to put on the Christian armor
and enter the Lord's service as active soldiers. Divine power is to
cooperate with human effort to break the spell of worldly enchantment that
the enemy has cast upon souls.

The Lord has honored us by choosing us as His soldiers. Let us fight
bravely for Him, maintaining the right in every transaction. Rectitude in all
things is essential to the warfare of the soul. As you strive for the victory
over your own inclinations, He will help you by His Holy Spirit to be
circumspect in every action, that you may give no occasion for the enemy
to speak evil of the truth.

We are soldiers of Christ. He is the Captain of our salvation, and we are
under His orders and rules. We are to wear His armor; we are to be
marshaled only under His banner. . . . We are to keep on the whole armor
of God, and work as in view of the universe of heaven. {God’s Amazing
Grace, pg 37}



True Soldiers of Christ

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves. James 1:22.

In order to be true soldiers of Jesus Christ we must meet the
requirements of His Word as loyal subjects of the heavenly kingdom. . . .
Those who claim to believe the truth must appreciate the great warfare
before us and what is comprehended in being a faithful soldier of Jesus
Christ. . . . The Saviour's army invites voluntary enlistment. There must be
a complete surrender of the passions, will, and ways to the will of the
Master. Our work is to obey the orders of the mighty General of armies. A
strong and active bodily organization is to be maintained. The senses must
be enlightened as to perfect obedience; duties are to be done which
cannot always be seen as essential; but now comes in the necessity of
faith in a higher wisdom and power than your own. Have faith in God,
unshaken faith in the skill and ability and fidelity of your Commander, who
knows the plan of the battle.

The Lord Jesus does not deceive His soldiers. He opens before them
the conflict, presents the plan of the battle, points out the hazardous
undertaking, and exhorts everyone to count the cost. He does not leave
them in ignorance. He tells everyone before enlistment to count the cost
before they enlist as soldiers in His army, for a soldier's life is a life of duty.

To every man in service is given his work, and no excuse can be
accepted why that God-given work is not done. Some are negligent and
indolent. Some are slothful servants like the man who had one talent
entrusted to use and improve, but . . . buried it in the earth and made no
use of it. When his talent was called for, to be rendered back to God, the
Owner, he had only the one unused talent. No one was improved by his
entrusted gift. The least he could have done was to use it to the best of his
ability, but he handed it back with a complaint against God: "l knew thee
that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and
gathering where thou hast not strawed: and | was afraid, and went and hid
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine" (Matt. 25:24, 25).
The Lord repeated His words, "Thou knewest." The fact was he had not a
knowledge of God and His works and His ways and His mercy and His
kindness in giving an opportunity to improve the entrusted gift. The word is,
"Take . . . the talent from him, and give it unto him that hath ten talents. For
unto everyone that hath shall be given, . . . but from him that hath not shall
be taken away even that which he hath" (verses 28, 29).--Manuscript 98,
Aug. 4, 1900, "True Soldiers of Christ." {Upward Look 230}



Armed for the Conflict

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Eph.
6:13

There are many who do not understand the conflict that is going on
between Christ and Satan over the souls of men. They do not realize that if
they would stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel they
must be willing to be partakers of His conflicts and wage a determined war
against the powers of darkness.

When thinking on the conflict, Paul writes to his Ephesian brethren
exhorting them to "be strong," not feeble, not wavering, tossed to and fro
like the waves of the sea. But in what are they to be strong? In their own
might? No. "Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might." He says,
"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places . . ." (verses 10-13).

The gaining of eternal life will ever involve a struggle, a conflict. We are
continually to be found fighting the good fight of faith. We are soldiers of
Christ; and those who enlist in His army are expected to do difficult work,
work which will tax their energies to the utmost. We must understand that a
soldier's life is one of aggressive warfare, of perseverance and endurance.
For Christ's sake we are to endure trials.

Victories are not gained by ceremonies or display but by simple
obedience to the highest General, the Lord God of heaven. He who trusts
in this Leader will never know defeat. Obedience to God is liberty from the
thraldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse. Man may
stand conqueror of himself, conqueror of his own inclinations, conqueror of
principalities and powers, and of the "rulers of the darkness of this world,"
and of "spiritual wickedness in high places." . . .

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." {Heavenly
Places, p. 259}



Resolute Will Essential for Victory

Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. Heb. 12:4.

In every age since the fall of Adam the opposition of evil agencies has
made the lives of those who would be loyal and true to God's
commandments a continual warfare. Those who would at last be
victorious must meet and conquer the forces of Satan, who with fierce
determination opposes every step of advance. They must meet a vigilant
foe, a crafty enemy who never sleeps and who tries untiringly to undermine
the faith of God's servants. . . .

Good and evil never harmonize. Between light and darkness there can
be no compromise. Truth is light revealed; error is darkness. Light has no
fellowship with darkness, righteousness no fellowship with
unrighteousness. . . .

| wish that | could trace words which would present this matter as it is.
God expects His soldiers to be ever on duty. Never are they to yield to
temptation, never to be unjust. They are neither to yield nor flee. Relying
on the strength of God, they are to maintain their integrity. With a firmness
that will not yield an inch, they are to hold fast to the word, "It is written."

Bear in mind that we are placed on vantage ground because Christ has
overcome in our behalf. He has made every provision for us to overcome.
Divine power stands behind every will resolutely set to do the right. God
has provided the armor and the weapons with which each one is to fight.
Let the soldiers of Christ put on the whole armor of God and flinch not at
Satan's attacks. . . . Success in the Christian warfare means watchfulness
and a daily crucifixion of self.

He who is guided by clean, holy principles will be quick to discern the
slightest taint of evil, because he keeps Christ before him as his pattern.
His deep regret at the discovery of a wrong act means the prompt
correction of every step wherein he has diverged from truth. It means a
constant, earnest striving for higher and still higher attainments in the
Christian life. It means helping others to climb heavenward. It means
taking hold of Christ by living faith and resisting evil if need be unto blood,
striving against sin. {Heavenly Places, p. 260}



Followers of the Lamb

These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.
These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God. Rev. 14:4, 5

The Lord has a people on the earth, who follow the Lamb whithersoever
He goeth. He has His thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal.
Such will stand with Him on Mount Zion. But they must stand on this earth,
girded with the whole armor, ready to engage in the work of saving those
who are ready to perish. . . .

We need not wait till we are translated to follow Christ. God's people
may do this here below. We shall follow the Lamb of God in the courts
above only if we follow Him here. . . . We are not to follow Christ fitfully or
capriciously, only when it is for our advantage. We must choose to follow
Him. In daily life we must follow His example, as a flock trustfully follows its
shepherd. We are to follow Him by suffering for His sake, saying at every
step, "Though he slay me, yet will | trust in him" (Job 13:15). His life
practice must be our life practice. And as we thus seek to be like Him and
to bring our wills into conformity to His will we shall reveal Him.

We are not in a dreamland of inaction. We are soldiers of Christ,
enlisted in the work of showing our loyalty to Him who has redeemed us.
What we are in the heavenly home, when saved, eternally saved, will be
the reflection of what we now are in character and holy service. Shall we
not show our loyalty by keeping God's commandments here, in this our
place of probation? . . .

Are we following Christ with unswerving loyalty, keeping His life of
perfect obedience, of purity and self-sacrifice, ever before us that by
beholding we may become changed into His image? Do we strive to
imitate His fidelity? If we educate ourselves to say, Be Thou my Pattern; if
by the eye of faith we see Him as a living Saviour, we shall be
strengthened to follow Him. Then with the undefiled we shall follow Him in
the future life. As eye- and heart-witnesses we can bear testimony to His
majesty, for by faith we have been with Him in the holy mount. {HP 298}



